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First Press Release

Ljubljana, 22 August 2025 - The Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Slovenia, in cooperation with the Slovenian
Armed Forces and the Slovenian Defence Industry Cluster, will organize the first international defence industry fair
SIDEC at the Celje Fairgrounds from 21 to 24 October 2025. The event will serve as a central regional platform in the
fields of defence, security, and advanced technologies, significantly contributing to the international recognition of
Slovenia’s defence industry.

SIDEC will provide an excellent opportunity to showcase Slovenian companies, development projects, and technological
solutions. At the same time, it will offer a space for networking and establishing cooperation with international institutions,
industry partners, and research organizations.

In addition to the exhibition programme, the fair will also host a two-day professional conference addressing
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, energy efficiency and resilience, as well as other modern technological trends. SIDEC
is directly connected with the first Strategy for the Development of the Slovenian Defence Industry and Technology Base
in the Republic of Slovenia, adopted by the Government last month. The Strategy sets clear guidelines for the future
development of the Slovenian defence and security industry, with a focus on industrializing development projects and
integrating into global supply chains.

Participation has already been confirmed by some of the world’s largest manufacturers of military equipment, including
Rheinmetall, Diehl Defence, Thales, KNDS, and others. A large number of high-level guests are also expected, including

defence ministers, chiefs of general staff, and armament directors.

The event is primarily intended for representatives of the defence sector, security agencies, research institutions, and
industry. All fair days, except for the last one, which will be open to a broader audience, will be closed to the general public.

The full news release is available here:
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