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LEONARDO ATTENDS SIDEC 2025 DRAWING ON STRONG IN-COUNTRY PRESENCE AND SHOWCASING 
NEW ROTORCRAFT TECHNOLOGY 
  
Celje, 21-24 October, 2025 - Leonardo is attending SIDEC International Defence Exhibition and Conference 2025 
drawing on its growing and established presence in Slovenia in the fix and rotary wing domain and presenting new 
technologies in these fields.   
 
In late 2023 the Slovenian MoD announced the intention to procure six AW139M multirole helicopters, with a contract 
signed in 2024 under an Italy-Slovenia G2G (Government-to-Government) Agreement. Contract value is equal to 
approximately 188 million EUR covering helicopters and a support service package. Six more units are being 
evaluated for an add-on procurement and fleet augmentation process.  
 
The new aircraft allow to respond a helicopter fleet modernization plan progressively replacing the B412s over the 
next few years. The AW139Ms will be used to carry out transport, utility, disaster relief, rescue and firefighting 
missions.  
 
This programme marks the first G2G helicopter programme in Slovenia, the second for Leonardo following the C-
27J Spartan tactical airlifter G2G programme with orders for two units plus support package. The two aircraft were 
delivered in December 2023 and December 2024 respectively and have logged a combined total amount of nearly 
500 flight hours to date. In 2027 the C-27Js will also be able to carry out firefighting operations leveraging the MAFFS 
II (Modular Airborne Fire Fighting System) further enhancing the national emergency response capability.  
 
Also, a fleet of three AW169 helicopters have been ordered and introduced into service in recent years to be operated 
by the Slovenian Police – already an AW109 Power light twin engine helicopter operator - for law enforcement and 
rescue duties. In October 2025, a contract for two AW169s in EMS – Emergency Medical Service configuration, has 
also been signed.   
 
At SIDEC 2025, Leonardo is exhibiting an AW149 medium twin 9-tonne class helicopter on static display. The type 
is one of the newest military helicopter models in Leonardo’s product range, featuring the very latest technologies 
and capabilities in its weight/size category for multirole applications including utility and troop transport, 
MEDEVAC/CASEVAC, SAR/CSAR, combat and close-support, special operations. The AW149 has been chosen by 
several operators, both within NATO and beyond, in Europe, Africa and Asia and is in service. In Europe, the AW149 
has been chosen by Poland and Macedonia and is part of a negotiation process with the UK MoD in the framework 
of their NMH initiative, and is being evaluated by several countries in the region. The AW149 is ideally suited to 
replace ageing types in the global market in a wide spectrum of categories spanning from the UH-1/B212-412 legacy, 
up to Black Hawk, Cougar legacy and Mi-8/17/171.  
 
Leonardo is also continuing to promote the popular M-346 advanced trainer/combat aircraft across Europe, where 
several new requirements are emerging for either training or affordable modern fix-wing platforms with air-to-air and 
air-to-ground capabilities. The M-346F is the ‘light combat’ version of the platform, with multi-role capabilities 
including close air support missions, battlespace air interdiction for national defence and tactical reconnaissance. 
The new combat variant standard, designated M-346F Block20, will feature an advanced AESA (Active Electronically 
Scanned Array) radar, a large area display cockpit / human machine interface with touch screen technology, a greater 
range of armaments and further evolved support/digital solutions.  

 

Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies in Aerospace, Defence, and Security (AD&S). With 60,000 employees worldwide, 

the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, Aeronautics, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most 

important international programmes such as Eurofighter, JSF, NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production capabilities in Italy, the 

UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilises its subsidiaries, joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (71.6%), MBDA (25%), ATR (50% ), 

Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), and Avio (28.7%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2024 Leonardo recorded new 

orders for €20.9 billion, with an order book of €44.2 billion and consolidated revenues of €17.8 billion. Included in the MIB ESG index, the company has also been 

part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 2010. 

 


